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■'*<W 90 IQiqg 


The i-'3pes±!iteat 
The 'iiliite Hotsae 

i)ear .?«r, hcesi^ntt 

in yo«r letter of 23 1956 jou a^ed sbo«t reports <m 

perseeatioa of citdsen® in Csechoslo^mMA for their TOlifioue helief. 

it is tree that the Cs«eh Cossenist Fartj, Mto the Sovist sad 
other Co»i 8 ! 3 aiet Parties, deliberately aad openl^^ seeks to eliaainat© 
all reUgiou® belief sjsong its ms^TS and gradually ^ alpe out the 
religious eonvict3,ons of the entire peculation. 



. rior to 1953, tihe Caeeh return waged aa srrert and brutal ce®-* 
saiga agaiast "ttie churches. Its aia was tte total H<|aidation of all 
political aetiwity th® clergg,' and thB eliadnatioa of all tiw cha3?ch*s 
political influence on the populace. Because this ©sal was largely 
achieved by 1953, it has not been mmBB&ir/ sine© that date to arrest 
or persecute aigr large atadser of clerics or worshipers, Siisse that 
tiE», church officials have been allcwed to conduct religious services 
witit a mnirost of interfeareiase, ’#e actually bare very few recent re- 
ports of religious persecution of individuals. Eecaint reports indicate 
that church attei»J«nce remains hi^. 


This coBs^rative aoderation does not alter the fact that t^iiarch- 
goers and clergy are cosif)letely under the control of the Goamjanisfe 
kgiiae, ^icb is basically hostile, Gaecfeoslovakla has not enjoyed 
the relative relaaEatioa of C<»sani8t controls idiich recently occurred 
in Pdlsad, and there has been no draasatic relsaso from prison of any 
church leader. As a matter of fact, the Archbishop of irague remains 
imder house arrest. 



ii© are currently querying our most reHabl® sotirees to be sure 
that our inforwiation on religious persecution in the Satellites is 
accurate sad up to date and wHl fmaaifite you with the substance of 
their re|»rts. 


OCI;RSC/ins iiespectfully. 
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